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Welcome, 

New Members 


Ottawa Area 

Susan J. Barron 

Carole M. & Willie Laurila 

Laurie A. Brown 

Carmel P. MacNeil 

Maxwell A. Cameron & Family 

Jean M. McGugan 

Gerry Davidson & Family 

Andre Morin 

Connie Downes 

Dean Morin 

Louise Fabiani & Family 

Paul A. Richer/Gillian Brouse 

Rosemary A.D. Ford 

Robert F. Roach & Family 

Janice E. Gaboury 

Elsa E.Schmidt 

Jane Gardner 

Elizabeth A. Stevenson 

Sandy D. Garland & Family 

The Sulsenko Family 

Jane Gledhill & Family 

M J.Van Kranendonk & Family 

Vesna E. Goss & Family 

Peter Webb 

Dominic Gregoire 

Wesley L.Weber 

May Griffith & Family 

Janet M. Hodges 

Bill Wright & Family 

EJ.D. Ketchum &EJ. Vavasour e come c t0 

Martin Labelle 

Linda J. Jeays and 

Pierre E. Lamoureux 

F. “Monty” Brigham 


Other Areas 

Joanna Tamminen 

Steve Trosok 

72 East Main St. 

5061 Barclay #2 

Yarmouth, Maine 

Montreal, P.Q. 

USA 040% 

H3W 1E3 


P J. Mickey Narraway 

y 

Membership Committee 

May 1993° 


DEADLINE: Material intended for the October-December 1993 issue must be in the 
editor’s hands by August 1,1993. Mail your manuscripts to: 


Fenja Brodo 

Editor, Trail & Landscape 
28 Benson Street 
Nepean, Ontario, K2E 5J5 

H: (613)723-2054; W: (613) 990-6443; Fax: (613) 990-6451. 
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The 1993 Soiree 
Honorary Membership and 
The 1992 OFNC Awards 


EnidFrankton and Members of the Awards Committee 

The Annual Soir6e was held on April 30 at the Unitarian Church. Again we 
were favoured with a warm evening and good use was made of the balcony to 
enjoy the beautiful view of the sunset across the Ottawa River. This emphasizes 
the value of the facilities made available to the Club by the Unitarian Church. 
The efficient and pleasant provision of “wine and cheese” was great, as usual, 
and our thanks to Eileen Evans and her helpers. Also, thanks to Tony Beck for 
his photographic success in recording the events of the evening. 


Macoun Field Club 

Members of the Macoun Field Club set up five interesting exhibits. Pascal 
Lassier won first prize for “Oil Spill”, Aaron Lynch second prize for “Piping 
Plover”, and Rebecca Danard third prize for “Herbal Remedies”. Karl Grenke 
had an exhibit on salamanders, and Hugo Kitching and Stefan Gingras had one 
on the Great Blue Heron. Each entrant received a copy of Dan Brunton’s Book 
“Nature and Natural Areas in Canada’s Capital”. 

Representatives of the three Macoun groups reported on their efforts and 
studies during the past year. Steven Giacomelli spoke for Juniors, Rebecca 
Danard for the Intermediates, and David Manga for the Seniors. 

Photo and Art Exhibits 

There were fewer entries this year, but they were all interesting and good to 
see. Tony Beck won the prize for his photo “Spider Web”. Honourable Men¬ 
tion was given to Carolyn Molson for her view of mist rising from the Saguenay 
River, and also to Robert Lussier for a drawing of a Polar Bear. 

OFNC Awards 

The current awards were set up in 1981, renewing an earlier Club program, to 
acknowledge and encourage the contribution towards Club goals by individual 
members. We have maintained four Awards—Member of the Year, Service 
(now the George McGee Service Award), Conservation, and the Anne Hanes 
Natural History Award. This year Awards Committee proposed the addition of 
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a second Conservation Award, and the Council approved this. Both awards 
recognize conservation actions throughout the Ottawa Valley, although ac¬ 
tivities and individuals in the “Ottawa District” remain the prime focus. One 
award will recognize OFNC members, while the second will recognize the work 
of others which has resulted in the achievement of OFNC conservation goals. 
1992 awards include both of these. 

Fr ank Pope, President, hosted the evening. The Honorary Membership citation 
was read by the President, and the awards were presented by members of the 
Awards Committee. Summaries of the citations follow, and will appear in full 
in a coming issue of The Canadian Field-Naturalist. 

Honorary Membership. 

An Honorary Membership was conferred on Dr. George F. Ledingham of 
Regina, Saskatchewan. Unfortunately he was unable to attend the Soirde. He 
played a leading role in establishing a grasslands reserve in Saskatchewan. His 
work with the superb field-naturalists’ journal of the Saskatchewan Natural 
History Society, the Blue Jay, was also noted. His scientific, educational, and 
conservation achievements make him a worthy OFNC Honorary Member. 

Member of the Year Award 

For the second time Colin Gaskell has been presented with this award. As 
chairman of the Lectures and Excursions Committee he has efficiently carried 
out the responsibility of arranging monthly meeting speakers and programmes, 
and org anizing field trips. His keen insights, and wide interests in the varied ac¬ 
tivities of the Club have been of great value, and his dedicated service to the 
Club much appreciated. 

The George McGee Service Award 

Patricia Narraway received this award for her consistent and generous service 
to the Club since 1967. She set up the membership computer programme, 
served on the Membership Committee as chairman and assisted in the publica¬ 
tion of The Canadian Field-Naturalist. She has given and continues to give self¬ 
lessly of her time and knowledge in various aspects of field work. 

Conservation Award (Member) 

This award went to Ian Huggett in appreciation of his achievements in protect¬ 
ing valuable natural areas in the Outaouais, demonstrating what one person 
can achieve if motivated and dedicated to a cause. As a result of his leadership 
a citizen’s group, Ecowatch, has been set up in the Outaouais to protect 
ecological values in West Quebec, and the City of Aylmer has established an 
Environmental Advisory Committee. 
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Conservation Award (Non-Member) 

This award was presented to the Kanata Lakes Natural Environment Area 
Committee. Merle Nicholds, mayor of Kanata, founder of the committee, and 
Alan Austin, the present chairman, were in attendance to receive this award. 
The committee was recently formed to monitor the aggressive and rapid 
development of the Kanata area. Their aim is to protect over 400 hectares of 
the ecologically most significant areas of the South March Highlands. 

The Anne Hanes Natural History Award 

This prestigious award was given to Donald Cuddy in recognition of his excep¬ 
tional natural history expertise which has resulted in important ecological dis¬ 
coveries in almost every significant natural area in Eastern Ontario. His 
valuable documentation of his extensive observations of natural environment 
features is helping to protect dwindling valuable natural systems. The award, 
carved by Ellaine Dickson, was a Sora Rail. Don could not be present to 
receive it, another disappointment. 

President’s Prize 

The current President’s Prize came into being in 1985 (the previous one 
was about 100 years earlier), and the choice of recipient is entirely up to the 
President for the year represented. 

The President’s prize was awarded by Frank Pope to Gillian Marston in 
recognition of outstanding contributions to the OFNC as Treasurer, as 
financial organizer for the Fletcher Wildlife Garden, and as a member of the 
FON Conference Committee. The President expressed appreciation of 
Gillian’s leadership qualities, her competence and enthusiasm. We regret she 
also was unable to attend. 


The Anne Hanes 
Natural History Award, 
Sora Rail 
carved by 
Ellaine Dickson, 
won by 
Don Cuddy. 
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Top, left to right: Rebecca Danard, Hugo Kitching Stefan Gingras and guests at Macoun 
Field Club exhibits; Steven Giacomelli reporting on “Juniors" activities. 

Centre, left to right: Rebecca Danard reporting on “Intermediates, ” and also 3rd prize win¬ 
ner for “Herbal Remedies ” exhibit; David Manga reporting on “Seniors. ” 

Bottom, left to right: Pascal Lussier receiving 1st prize for “Oil Spill” exhibit; Aaron Lynch 
receiving 2nd prize for "Piping Plover" exhibit, both from Danielle Thibault. 
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Top, left to right: Fran Goodspeed, Awards Committee, presenting Member of the Year 
Award to Colin Gaskell; Bill Arthurs, Awards Committee, presenting Patricia Narraway 
with The George McGee Service Award. 

Bottom, left to right: Enid Frankton, Chair of Awards Committee, presenting the Conserva¬ 
tion Award (Member), to Ian Huggett; Frank Pope, President, with Merle Nicholds and 
Alan Austin, recipients of the Conservation Award (Non-member ). n 


Any Articles for Trail & Landscape ? 

We are always pleased to receive from Club members stories or reports on 
their activities in nature. You don’t have to be a practiced author to submit 
items: actually you could gain some practice doing it. Any interesting field 
trips, unusual observations, new experiences in significant areas, or reports on 
concern about natural areas, would be of interest to all of the rest of us. Please 
try. 

Submissions on IBM or IBM-compatible computer, on 5.25 or 3.50 inch disket¬ 
tes would be welcome. But, we will gratefully receive submissions in any form— 
typed, hand-written, printed or painted! 0 
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Ottawa Regional Science Fair 

Dave Moore 

April 2-3-4 marked the dates of the 1993 Ottawa Regional Science Fair, held 
once again at the Canadian Museum of Nature. The Fair offers our youth the 
opportunity to actively participate in the development of scientific skills, and 
The Ottawa Field-Naturalists’ Club is proud to continue our long tradition of 
providing judges and of presenting deserving participants with an award. The 
judges are asked to visit the museum on the Saturday to examine and pick out 
the projects which, in their opinion, best reflect the objectives of the Club, as 
presented inside the front cover of all issues of Trail & Landscape. 


On Sunday, April 4, the awards were presented as follows: 


CATEGORY 

NAME 

SCHOOL 

TITLE 

JUNIOR 

Dean Morin 

St. Patrick’s 

Water and Water 
Polution 

INTERMEDIATE 

Peter Webb 

Lisgar 

Slow release 
Pesticide for 

Leaves 

SENIOR 

Martin Labelle 

Samuel-Genest 

Ennemis 


Dominic Grdgoire 


polluants des 
champignons 


Each winner was awarded $40.00 which was presented by our head judge, 
Mr. K. Taylor. The winners each receive one-year subscriptions to Trail & 
Landscape and a copy of The Canadian Field-Naturalist. 


Peter Webb was also the winner of the Fair’s Intermediate Life Sciences 
division, while Martin Labelle and Dominic Gr6goire won the First Place prize 
in the Fair’s Senior Life Sciences division. Martin and Dominic were also 
selected to go on to compete at the Canada-Wide Science Fair this year. 

Our congratulations go out to the many students who participated in making 
this year’s Fair a success. 

Our thanks as well go out to our panel of judges Eleanor Zurbrigg, Terry 
McIntyre, Christiana Taylor and Ken Taylor. Ken has had lots of experience in 
this position and we thank him for returning to this function this year. n 
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“Golden Anniversary” 
Membership List 1943-1993 


PJ. “Mickey” Narraway, Membership Chair 


Joined in 1930 
1931 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 
1939 
1941 

1941 

1942 

1943 
1943 


- Dr. W.E. RICKER 

- Dr. W.G. (Bill) DORE 

- Dr. Loris S. RUSSELL 

- C.H. KINDLE 

- J.E.V. GOODWILL 

- W.H. MINSHALL 

- Dr. H.A. SENN 

- T.H. (Tom) MANNING 

- Dr. Pauline SNURE 

- R. Yorke EDWARDS 

- Dr. C. Stuart HOUSTON 

- Sheila THOMSON 


Nanaimo, B.C. 

Ottawa, Ont 
Toronto, Ont. 

Upper Nyack, N.Y., U.S.A 
Victoria, B.C. 

London, Ont. 

Victoria, B.C. 

Merrickville, Ont. 

Ottawa, Ont. 

Victoria, B.C. 

Saskatoon, Sask. 

Ottawa, Ont 


This year, 1993, we are able to add the names Sheila THOMSON and Dr. C. 
Stuart HOUSTON to our “Golden Anniversary” membership list. All the mem¬ 
bers on the list have supported the Club for at least 50 years. Perhaps we could 
create a “DIAMOND ANNIVERSARY” list for Drs. DORE, RICKER and 
RUSSELL! All these marvelous people have been strong active supporters of 
the CLUB for the full 50 and more years. They are always willing to assist the 
journal editors and, when possible, share their practical and scientific 
knowledge with the rest of us. Thank you all for the privilege.* 3 


Great Blue Heron 

Linda Jeays 

Paint me an Alice-in-Wonderland bird 
full of absurdity, plumed head, 
ungainly stance, unsteady flight. 

Stand it on a rocky shore at dusk, 
or a treetop seen through curling mist. 
Make it lurk, predatory, 
reed-hidden in shallow waters. 

Shade the feathers blue and grey, 
then perch the creature on stilt-legs. 

Prepare my imagination for reality. 
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Our Mailing Label... 
Did You Ever Wonder? 


PJ.“Mickey” Narraway, Membership Chair 

It’s not just “a bunch of computer stuff.” This code was developed back in the 
70’s to help us keep track of individual members. 

Let’s look at my label for example... 67001-112 

67 - is the year I joined the CLUB. How else could we acknowledge our Gold¬ 
en Anniversary Members? 

001 -1 was the first member registered that year (not quite true,I assigned the 
first set of numbers!) This also quickly tells us how many members joined in a 
given year. 

I - Is the type of membership i.e. I(ndividual), F(amily), L(ife), S(ustaining), 
H(onorary),X(subscriber to T&L), and Complimentary, a 1 year gift from the 
CLUB). 

1 -1 receive the CLUB journal 1, The Canadian Field-Naturalist. 

2-1 receive the CLUB journal 2, Trail & Landscape. 

At one time we published another small journal, The Shrike which was iden¬ 
tified as 3. 

On very rare occasions, another identity, the LOCALE code may appear on 
CLUB mail. For local Ottawa-Hull this is 00 or 13 respectively with other 
values from 01 to 30 for other parts of Canada and Foreign Countries. This 
code is only used when a situation arises, which should be brought to the atten¬ 
tion of Members in a given area. 

If you suspect that your label is incorrect, especially with regard to your year of 
joining the CLUB, please let us know.* 3 
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Summary of 
Notable Bird Sightings 

DECEMBER 1991 TO NOVEMBER 1992 INCLUSIVE 
GLEANED FROM THE LOG OF THE O.F.N.C. BIRD STATUS LINE 

Larry Neily 

This article has been constructed to replace the too long overdue seasonal bird 
summaries, called ‘Recent Bird Sightings’, for the winter 1991/92, spring 1992, 
summer 1992 and fall 1992 periods. It is made up of two-month segments, each 
of which was used independently as a regional summary for the benefit of the 
editors of the “Birders Journal', the local sub-regional editor of American Birds, 
and the records department of Le Club des Ornithologues de l’Outaouais. The 
Ontario and Quebec sightings have been separated for inclusion in their respec¬ 
tive provincial reports. This is not a complete report of sightings in the area 
over this period, but only a summary of notable sightings reported to the Bird 
Status Line (BSL). The accuracy and completeness of this summary is directly 
attributable to the accuracy and completeness of the BSL’s many faithful 
reporters (or, in some cases, those who didn’t report). 

December 1991 - January 1992 
ONTARIO Sightings* 

Northern Pintail: Dec. 12-1 female - Rideau River, Ottawa - Bob Bracken 
Jan. 1 -1 male - Manotick - Marianne & Larry Neily, Ray Holland, Bruce Tate 

Lesser Scaup: Jan. 1 -1 - Britannia - Mark Gawn 

Barrow’s Goldeneye: Dec.12 - Jan.5 -1 male - Rideau R., Ottawa - Bob Bracken et al 
To at least Dec. 31-1 female - Deschfines Rapids - Paul Martin (31st) 

Dec. 26 - 2 1st year males - Deschdnes Rapids - Paul Martin 

Jan. 3 - 2 1st year males (same ?) - Rideau River, Ottawa - Paul Martin 

Merlin: Dec. 1 -1 - Dick Bell Park, Nepean - J-P. Cheff 

Dec. 14 -1 - Field Street, Ottawa - Bill Clark 

Jan. 19 -1 - near Panmure - Larry & Marianne Neily 


* Each report starts with the date, then the number of birds, the sex if known, the 
location, and who reported. There may also be comments on appearance, activiies, etc. 
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Peregrine Falcon: Through to at least Feb. 1 -1 adult - Coats Building, Tunney's Pasture 
- Bruce Di Labio, Tony Beck et al. 

Gyrfalcon Early Dec. -1 immature - Gloucester - Don Davidson 
Jan. 1 -1 - Gloucester - Bruce Tate 

Jan. 1,4 & 5 -1 dark phase - Richmond - Ray Holland, Walter McPhee, Bob Hargraves 
Perhaps all refer to the same bird, the 2 areas are 15 km. apart. 

Jan. 13 -1 light phase - NW of Manotick - Don Davidson 

Gray Partridge: Regular in early Dec. on Mer Bleue Road, near Blackburn Hamlet -Ed 
Leblanc 

Jan. 1 - 8 - north of Richmond - Don Smith 

Jan. 1-2 flocks - Central Experimental Farm - Bob Bracken 

Thayer’s Gull: Jan. 1 & 8 -1 adult - Nepean dump - Mark Gawn (1st), Bruce 
Di Labio (8th) 

Iceland Gull: Highest count Jan. 5 -15 - Nepean dump - Mark Gawn 

Glaucous Gull: Highest count Jan. 8 - 48 - Nepean dump - Bruce Di Labio 

Great Black-backed Gull: Highest counts ever in Ottawa area. 1110 (and only 620 Herring) 
were at the Nepean dump on Jan. 8 (Bruce Di Labio). On Jan. 5 there were 490 at 
Deschfines Rapids at 2:30 PM (Bob Bracken) and 1000+ at the Nepean dump at 3 PM 
(Mark Gawn). 

Snowy Owl: At least 8 birds wintering south and southwest of Ottawa, without reports from 
east of the city where several more normally winter. This amounts to normal to somewhat 
better than normal numbers. 

Northern Hawk Owl: Nov. 29 to end of period -1 - March Road, Kanata - Mark Tooker 
et al 

Dec. 1 -1 - Algonquin Provincial Park - Bernie Ladouceur 

Dec. 8 to at least Jan. 4 -1 - north of Richmond - Ray Holland et al 

Dec. 11 -1 - Blackburn Hamlet - Ed LeBlanc 

Dec. 28 to at least Jan. 3 -1 - west of Mer Bleue - Linda Burr et al 

Jan. 5 -1 - Armstrong Rd, Gloucester - Mark Gawn 

Jan. 25 - Feb. 1 -1 - Old Prescott Rd. - Larry & Marianne Neily 

Boreal Owl: Dec. 1 -1 - Gloucester - Richard Brouillet et al (photos) 

Red-headed Woodpecker Several days to Jan. 23 -1 - near Metcalfe - Jim Bezanson 

Gray Jay: Dec. 19 -1 - reported from Pendleton - Jeff Upton 

Blue Jay: Dec. 14 -1 all white - Casselman - Walter Dolgowski 

Northern Mockingbird: Jan. 1 -1 - Ridge Road, Mer Bleue - Mark Gawn 

Bohemian Waxwing: Fairly common and well distributed. Smaller flocks of Cedar’s. 

Lapland Longspun Jan. 5 -1 (with 300+ Snow Buntings) - north of Richmond - Larry & 
Marianne Neily, Ray Holland. 

Eastern Meadowlark: Dec. 2 to at least Jan. 5 - 2 - north of Richmond - Bill Clark et al 

Pine Grosbeak: Dec. 23 -16 - Bell’s Comers - Ray Holland 
Jan. 25 - 6 - near Metcalfe - Larry & Marianne Neily 
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White-winged Crossbill: Dec. 23-7 - Bells Corners - Ray Holland 

QUEBEC Sightings 

Bald Eagle: Jan. 1-1 adult - Ramsey Lake Road, Gatineau Park - Bruce Tate, 

Larry & Marianne Neily 

Golden Eagle: Dec. 31-1 adult - Steele Line Road, Gatineau Park - Jim Mountjqy 

Peregrine Falcon: Dec. 8 - 2 - Beauhamois Dam - Bernie Ladouceur, Jim Harris, Ron 
Curtis. 

Black-legged Kittiwake: Dec. 8 -1 - Beauhamois Dam - Bernie Ladouceur, Jim Harris, 
Ron Curtis 

Great Gray Owl: Dec. 1 -1 - on Grand Presqu’ile, near Plaisance - (via Daniel St. Hilaire) 

Black-backed Woodpecker: Jan. 1 - 2 (one seen Jan. 12) - Low to Poltimore Road 

- Bruce Tate et al. 

Jan. 13-1 female - Ramsey Lake Road, Gatineau Park - Bruce Tate 

Pine Grosbeak: Dec. 29 -150+ - Low to Poltimore Road - Bruce Tate 
Last two weeks of Jan. - small flocks regular in Wakefield - Andy Home 

White-winged Crossbill: Dec. 29 - 25 in 3 flocks - Low to Poltimore Rd - Bruce Tate 
Last two weeks of Jan. - small flocks regular in Wakefield - Andy Horne 

February & March 1992 
ONTARIO Sightings 

Great Blue Heron: Mar. 26 - 20 - Shirley’s Bay - Stephen Gawn 

(Tundra)? Swan: Mar. 10 - 8 - over Ottawa - Marianne Neily 

Canada Goose: Mar. 10 - 1st flocks over Ottawa: 10 - Ed LeBlanc, 24 - J-P. Cheff 
Beginning to mass at Bourget on the 30th -1000 - Geof. Burbidge 

American Wigeon: Mar. 26 -1 - Shirley’s Bay - Stephen Gawn - 1st of spring 

Greater Scaup: Mar. 1 - 2 - Britannia - Tony Beck 

White-winged Scoter: Mar. 9 -1 - Britannia - Don Davidson 

Barrow’s Goldeneye: Mar. 1 -1 male - Rideau River, Manotick - Mark Gawn et al. 

- perhaps the same bird as on the Rideau in Ottawa earlier in the winter. 

Thru to at least Mar. 15 -1 female - Deschfines Rapids - Bob Bracken, Gordon Pringle 
(Mar. 15) Mar. 4-1 female - Remic Rapids - probably the same bird - Richard Brouillet 
Mar. 14 - a male and a female - Deschfines Rapids - Chris Rimmer 
Mar. 19 - same as the 14th - Remic Rapids - Richard Brouillet 
Mar. 28 - again at Deschdnes Rapids - Chris Rimmer, Larry Neily 

Bufllehead: Mar. 4 - 2 - Remic Rapids - spring arrivals - Richard Brouillet 

Northern Harrier. Mar. 29 -1 - Richmond - Phil Wright - 1st of spring 

Red-shouldered Hawk: Mar. 21 -1 - Clyde Woods - Richard Brouillet - 1st of year 

Merlin: Mar. 15 -1 male - north of Richmond - Bob Bracken, Gordon Pringle 
Mar. 23 -1 - same area - Don Davidson 
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Mar. 23 -1 - Parkwood Hill - Stephen Gawn 

Mar. 28 -1 - The Glebe - Nicholas Stowe - took House Finch 

Peregrine Falcon: Feb. 1 to 14 -1 adult - Ottawa - Larry, Wayne & Marianne Neily, Gordon 
Pringle 

Since Feb. 13 it has been seen across the river at Hull, Quebec. 

Mar. 30 -1 - near Osgoode - Geof. Burbidge 

Gyrfalcon Feb. 2-1 immature - Nepean dump - Jill Oliver - may be same bird as reported 
in Dec. & Jan. in the same area. 

Mar. 23-1 gray phase - near Nepean dump - Don Davidson - same bird ? 

Mar. 5-1 immature gray phase - Clyde Woods and Quarry - Grant Savage 

Mar. 21 -1 - Clyde Woods - probably the same bird - Richard Brouillet 

Mar. 28 -1 immature gray phase (‘brown’ phase) - Clyde Quarry - Bob Bracken, Gordon 

Pringle, Jim Harris, Bob Gorman, Larry & Marianne Neily - probably the same bird again 

Mar. 28 -1 - on the Coats Building, Tunney’s Pasture, Ottawa - Bruce Di Labio - seen at 

same time as Clyde Quarry bird 

Killdeen Mar. 26 -1 - Shirley’s Bay - Stephen Gawn - 1st of spring 

Gulls: Mar. 4 - Warmer weather brought back the gulls to the Nepean dump after over a 
month’s absence. 3 - Great Black-backed, 20 Herring and 100 Ring-billed were seen - 
Richard Brouillet 

Snowy Owl: At least 3 birds stayed until Mar. 23 - 2 north of Richmond - Don Davidson & 
1 west of Kanata - Ray Holland. 

Northern Hawk Owl: Nov. 29 to Feb. 12 -1 -March Road, Kanata -Steven Gawn (Feb 12) 
Dec. 28 to at least Feb. 29 -1 - west of Mer Bleue - Carol German (Feb 29) 

Jan. 25 to at least Feb. 1 -1 - Old Prescott Rd., south of Ottawa - Larry & Marianne Neily, 
Gordon Pringle (Feb. 1) 

Feb. 25 -1 - near North Augusta - Martin Taylor 

Great Gray Owl: Feb. 15 - 3 - north of Kanata - Jack Romanow et al - all on a 2 km. stretch 
of the 4th Line Rd. - 4 were present on Feb. 22 and at least 2 were still there on Mar. 1 
Feb. 16 -1 - near Woodlawn - Bernie Ladouceur 
Feb. 22 -1 - west of Kanata - many observers 

Feb. 22 -1 - west of Mer Bleue - Ian & Elsa Templeton et al - seen until at least Mar. 1 
Mar. 2 -1 - north of Tweed - Travis Best 

Mar. 3 -1 - Concession B, (Elesveer)? Twp., Hastings Co. - Travis Best 
Mar. 23 -1 - Richardson Side Road, west of Kanata - Ray Holland 
An estimated 15 different birds were in the Ottawa area in late February 

Long-eared Owl: Mar.21 -1 - Ottawa - Ray Holland 
Mar. 28 -1 - Ottawa - Jim Harris 

Boreal Owl: Feb. 22 -1 - west of Kanata - Jim Harris et al (video) 

Saw-whet Owl: Mar. 15 -1 - Ottawa - Pamela Levac, Larry & Marianne Neily 
Mar. 17 - 2 - Ottawa - J-P. Cheff 

American Robin: 13 found on Mar. 1 in Clyde Woods were likely wintering. 

Spring arrivals were in evidence by Mar. 9 

Bohemian Waxwing: Fairly common and well distributed. Smaller flocks of Cedar’s. 

Seen to at least Mar. 19th - flock on Grandview Road, Nepean - Don Davidson 
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Northern Shrike: Mar. 23 -1 still present - north of Richmond - Don Davidson 

Lapland Longspun Mar. 15 -1 (with Horned Larks) - north of Richmond - Bob Bracken, 
Gordon Pringle. Possibly same bird seen in Jan. 

Red-winged Blackbird: First migrants noted on Mar. 8 - Ed LeBlanc 

Common Grackle: First arrivals noted Mar. 9 - Larry Neily 

Hoary Redpoll: Feb. 16-1 with flock of Common Redpoll - Mer Bleue - Wayne Neily 
Mar. 2 & 7 -1 - came twice to feeder - Britannia, Ottawa - Dan Brunton 

European Goldfinch: Mar. 1 -1 - Marchhurst - Mark Gawn, Jim Harris & Bob Gorman 

Common Redpolls, Purple Finches and Pine Siskins became more common in the area 
around mid-February. 

An inpromptu late winter bird count was done in the Ottawa checklist area on March 1. 
Three parties had 6936 individuals of 51 species. (7" & L, Vol.27, No.2, p.66) 

QUEBEC Sightings 

Pied-billed Grebe: Mar. 28 -1 - Deschfines Rapids - Chris Rimmer - 1st of spring 

Black Scoter: Mar. 28 -1 breeding plumaged male - Deschfines Rapids - Chris Rimmer et 
al - very early 

Bald Eagle: Feb. 2 - 2 - Steele Line Road, Gatineau Park - Bob Bracken et al 

Golden Eagle: Feb. 1 or 2 -1 adult - Danford Lake - Tony Beck 

Feb. 1 or 2 through Feb. 23 -1 sub-adult - Low to Poltimore Road - Bemie Ladouceur, 

Jim Harris, Ron Curtis et al 

Peregrine Falcon: Feb. 13 to at least Mar. 16 -1 - Hull - Richard Brouillet 

- presumably the same bird which roosted more frequently across the river in Ottawa earlier 
in the winter. 

Snowy Owl: Present through period to at least Feb. 22 at west end of Gatineau Airstrip - 
Jeff Irwin (Feb. 22) 

Northern Hawk Owl: Feb. through to at least Mar. 16 -1 - Petit Presqu’ile, near Plaisance 

- Daniel St. Hilaire 

Feb. 1 or 2 -1 - Mount Laurier, north of Maniwaki (via Daniel St. Hilaire) 

Mar. 1 -1 - near Quyon - Daniel St. Hilaire 

Great Gray Owl: Dec. 1 to at least Feb. 16 -1 - Petit Presqu’ile, near Plaisance - Daniel St. 
Hilaire (Feb. 16) 

Feb. 1 or 2 -1 - Mount Laurier, north of Maniwaki (via Daniel St. Hilaire) 

Boreal Owl: Feb. 29 -1 - Wakefield - Andy Home 

Black-backed Woodpecker: Jan. 1 to at least Mar. 8 -1 female - Low to Poltimore Road - 
Larry & Marianne Neily (Mar. 8) 

Song Sparrow: Mar. 15 -1 - Lac Leamy feeder - Chris Rimmer 
Mar. 15 - 2 - Deschfines - Chris Rimmer 

One at Pink Road feeding station in the preceding week - Richard Brouillet 

Pine Grosbeak: Nearly regular along the Low to Poltimore road. 

Present at Otter Lake on both Feb. 1 & 2 - Tony Beck 


95 





White-winged Crossbill: Present at Otter Lake on both Feb. 1 & 2 - Tony Beck 
Mar. 15 & 16 - 8 - Pink Road feeding station, Aylmer - Richard Brouillet 
Mar. 20 - 30 - Pink Road feeding station - J-P. Cheff 

European Goldfinch: Mar. 26 -1 - north of Alcove - Carol Monk-Jacques 

April & May 1992 
ONTARIO Sightings 

Tundra Swan: Mar. 29 - 28 - Presqu’ile Provincial Park - Tony Beck 

Apr. 18 -1 - Osgoode - Ron Curtis 

Apr. 21 -1 - flying over Bell’s Corners - Ray Holland 

Canvasback: Mar. 29 - 2000 - Presqu’ile Prov. Park - Tony Beck 

Barrow’s Goldeneye: Apr. 5-1 male - Deschfines Rapids - Bob Bracken, Gordon Pringle 
Apr. 17 - a pair - Brewer Park - J-P. Cheff 

Merlin: Apr. 1 & 2 -1 - Brewer Park - J-P. Cheff 

Apr. 10 -1 - Limebank Rd & Regional #8, near Manotick - Geof. Burbidge 
Apr. 17 -1 - Shirley’s Bay - Jim Harris 
Apr. 18 -1 - Brewer Park - J-P. Cheff 

Peregrine Falcon: Apr. 5 -1 - Coats Building - Bob Bracken, Gordon Pringle 
Apr. 18 -1 - Bear Brook, near Carlsbad Springs - Bob Bracken 

Gyrfalcon Apr. 4 to 27 -1 immature - roosting on the Coats Building - Bob Bracken, Brian 
Penney, Michael Canstrop (all on the 4th), Bruce Di Labio (6th), Ed LeBlanc & Tony Beck 
(7th), Larry & Marianne Neily (9th), J-P. Cheff (11th), Tony Beck (27th) 

Apr. 16 & 18 -1 - Shirley’s Bay - Nick Stowe (16th), Ted Glass (18th) 

May all refer to the same bird. 

Sandhill Crane: Apr. 18 - a pair back to breed at Mer Bleue - Bob Bracken 

Whimbrel: May 9 -1 - reported from Limebank Road, Gloucester - Walter McPhee 

Little Gull: Apr. 22 -1 adult - Shirley’s Bay - Don & Lorraine Smith 

Iceland Gull: May 3 - 2 - Nepean dump - Larry & Marianne Neily 
May 5 -1 - Nepean dump - Bob Bracken 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: May 5-1 adult - Nepean dump - Bob Bracken 

Glaucous Gull: May 5 - more than 1 - Nepean dump - Bob Bracken 

Caspian Tern: Apr. 24 -1 - flying by Remic Rapids - Tony Beck 

Arctic Tern: May 31 -1 - below Deschfines Rapids - Mark Gawn 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: May 25 - Carp Ridge (Thos. Dolan Pky) - Bemie Ladouceur 

Snowy Owl: Apr. 7 -1 - Central Experimental Farm - J-P. Cheff 
Apr. 9 -1 - Regional Road #31, near Carlsbad Springs - J-P. Cheff 
Apr. 13 -1 - Brewer Park - J-P. Cheff 
Apr. 29 -1 - Shirley’s Bay - J-P. Cheff 
Apr. 30 -1 - Bells Comers - J-P. Cheff 
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Great Gray Owl: Mar. 25 - 3 - north of Kanata - still present - (J-P. Cheff) 

Apr. 5 -1 - still present - Tony Beck 

Early April -1 - the Arboretum - Bruce Di Labio 

Long-eared Owl: Migrant birds were seen throughout April in a west Ottawa park, with a 
peak of 5 on the 14th - Jim Harris, Bob Bracken et al 

Boreal Owl: Apr. 14 -1 - in a west Ottawa park - Jim Harris 

Saw-whet Owl: Migrant birds in an west Ottawa park were seen throughout April, with a 
peak of 7 on the 5th - Jim Harris, Bob Bracken, Bruce Di Labio et al 

Great Crested Flycatcher Apr. 23 -1 - very early at Clyde Woods - Bob Bracken 

Carolina Wren: All winter to present - 2 - Sioux Crescent, Nepean - Earl Godfrey 

Sedge Wren: Re-established colony on Torbolton Ridge Road between Kilmaurs Side 
Road and Kinburn Side Road this year - Julius Sebula 

Eastern Bluebird: Believed to be more common this year. 

Northern Mockingbird: Apr. 23 -1 - on Herbert Road, 6 km. south of Manotick Station - 
Geof. Burbidge 

May 25 -1 singing - Morgan’s Grant, Kanata - Bernie Ladouceur, Bruce Di Labio 
Late May -1 singing - NCC Nursery, Blackburn Hamlet - Warren Kingsbury 

Bohemian Waxwing: Apr. 19 - small flock - Clyde Woods - Larry & Marianne Neily 

Loggerhead Shrike: Has returned to at least 4 known nesting sites in the Ottawa checklist 
area (west and south-west) and one was seen at an old site near the airport on May 10 - 
various observers 

Western Meadowlark: May 11 & 13 - singing male - Dunrobin (exact location and name 
of spotters withheld by request) 

Hoary Redpoll: Apr. 11 -1 - Stanley Corners - Don Smith 

QUEBEC Sightings 

Greater White-Fronted Goose: May 1 - 2 - Angers - via Daniel St. Hilaire 

Barnacle Goose: May 4 -1 (certainly an escapee) - near Masson - via Daniel St. Hilaire 

Eurasian Wigeon: May 3 -1 - east of Thurso - Bob Bracken, Bob Gorman, Brian Penney, 
Dave Gravelle 

Canvasbacle May 3 -1 drake - east of Thurso - Bob Bracken, Bob Gorman,Brian Penney, 
Dave Gravelle 

Redhead: May 3 - a pair -east of Thurso - Bob Bracken, Bob Gorman, Brian Penney, Dave 
Gravelle 

Ruddy Duck: May 3 - a pair - east of Thurso - Bob Bracken, Bob Gorman, Brian Penney, 
Dave Gravelle 

Turkey Vulture: Apr. 2 -1 - Aylmer - Larry & Marianne Neily 
Bald Eagle: May 3 -1 immature - Shirley’s Bay - Bernie Ladouceur 
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Cooper’s Hawk: Mar. 30 & Apr. 2 - 1 - resident in Aylmer - Don Davidson, Larry & 
Marianne Neily 

Merlin: Apr. 2 -1 - Aylmer - Larry & Marianne Neily 
Peregrine Falcon: May 4 -1 - Baie Noire - via Daniel St. Hilaire 

Gyrfalcon: Apr. 21 -1 immature - on the Place de la Chaudifcre, Hull - Richard Brouillet 

Piping Plover May 23 -1 inland race - east of Thurso - Donald Dallaire, John Dubois, 
Chris Rimmer (video), Mark Gawn et al 

Ruff: May 8 & 9 - 1 male in breeding plumage - Grand Presqu’ile, near Plaisance - via 
Daniel St. Hilaire 

Iceland Gull: May 23 -1 - east of Thurso - John Dubois, Chris Rimmer et al 
Caspian Tern: May 23 -1 - east of Thurso - John Dubois, Chris Rimmer et al 
Snowy Owl: Apr. 5 -1 - Deschfines Rapids - Tony Beck 

Great Gray Owl: May 17 -1, maybe two - in the Lac Philippe section of Gatineau Park - 
via Rick McQuaig 

Bohemian Waxwing: Apr. 5 - 600+ -Vanier St., Aylmer - Bob Bracken, Gordon Pringle 

Cerulean Warbler May 17 to at least May 31 - a singing male - near Champlain Lookout, 
Gatineau Park - Bruce Tate et al 

Louisiana Waterthrush: May 10 - 1 - reported from near the Champlain Lookout, 
Gatineau Park - via Daniel St. Hilaire 

White-winged Crossbill: Mar. 30 - 5 - Crescent Ave., Aylmer - Don Davidson 
Hoary Redpoll: Apr. 5 -1 - Otter Lake (near Ladysmith) - Tony Beck 

June& July 1992 
ONTARIO Sightings 

Great Egret June 17 -1 - Shirley’s Bay - Stephen Gawn 
June 21 -1 - Fitzroy Harbour - Karen McKenna 

Brant: June 10 -1 - Ottawa Beach - Larry & Marianne Neily 
June 14 -1 (likely the same one) - Remic Rapids - Bernie Ladouceur 

Snow Goose: June 14 -1 - Embrun sewage lagoons - Bernie Ladouceur 

Oldsquaw: June 7-1 drake - DeschSnes Rapids - Tony Beck 

Rough-legged Hawk: June 5 -1 - Blackburn Hamlet - Ed LeBlanc 
June 7 -1 - Torbolton Ridge Road - Larry & Marianne Neily 

Peregrine Falcon: June 3 -1 - Dolman Ridge Road, near Mer Bleue - Richard Kileen 
June 22 -1 immature - Coats Bldg., Tunney’s Pasture - Tony Beck 

Sandhill Crane: May 30 -1 - over Hwy 16, near Dillworth Rd. - Martin Taylor 

Willet: July 17 -1 breeding plumage - Munster sewage lagoons - Bob Gorman, Mark Gawn 

Little Stint: July 25 -1 - Casselman sewage lagoons - Bruce Di Labio et al 
- photographs confirmed at the Museum of Nature 
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White-rumped Sandpiper: June 21 - 3 in breeding plumage - Munster sewage lagoons - 
Mark Gawn 

Red-necked Phalarope: July 19 -1 early - Munster sewage lagoon - Mark Gawn 
July 23 -1 - Ottawa Beach - Jack Romanow 

Caspian Tern: June 18 - 2 - Ottawa Beach - Jack Romanow 
July 18 -1 - Ottawa Beach - Jack Romanow 

Arctic Tern: May 31 -1 - below Deschfines Rapids - Mark Gawn 

June 6 -1 - below Deschfines Rapids (with a Common Tern & 25 Boniparte’s Gulls & 35 

Black Terns) - Mark Gawn 

June 7 - 2 groups of 3 - flying upriver 15 minutes apart, Deschfines Rapids - Tony Beck 

Sedge Wren: Re-established colony on Torbolton Ridge Road between Kilmaurs Side 

Road and Kinbum Side Road this year - Julius Sebula 

Another re-established colony found at Mer Bleue on June 21 - Ed LeBlanc 

Northern Mockingbird: June 4 & 7 -1 - Thad Johnson & Alert Roads, Gloucester- Larry 
& Marianne Neily 

June 7 -1 - The Glebe - Gordon Pringle 
July 2 -1 - CFB Uplands - Larry Neily 

Western Meadowlark: July 1 -1 - Dunrobin - John Dubois (same bird as in May) July 1 - 
1 - near Kanata - John Dubois 

QUEBEC Sightings 

Northern Mockingbird: July 1 - 4 - near Quyon - John Dubois 

August & September 1992 
ONTARIO Sightings 

Bald Eagle: Aug. 10 -1 immature - Embrun Lagoon - Don Davidson 

Merlin: ealy Sept. - 2 (male & female) - Britannia - Bernie Ladouceur 
Sept. 16 - 2 - Britannia - J-P. Cheff 

Peregrine Falcon: Aug. 28 -1 adult - Ottawa Beach - Mark Gawn 
Aug. 30 -1 - Ottawa Beach - Ray Holland 
Sept. 10 - 2 - downtown Ottawa - Mark Gawn 

Hudsonian Godwit: Sept. 27 - 26 - Richmond soccer field - Ray Holland 

Western Sandpiper: Aug. 4 -1 - Ottawa Beach - Mark Gawn 

Baird’s Sandpiper Aug. 19 to 24 -1 - Ottawa Beach - Ray Holland 

Long-billed Dowitcher Sept. 20 -1 - Munster sewage lagoons - Mark Gawn 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: Sept. 27 -1 - between Richmond & Kanata - Ray Holland 

Little Gull: Aug. 30 -1 immature - Ottawa Beach - Ray Holland 

Caspian Tern: Aug. 16 -1 - Constance Bay, West Carleton - Ray Holland 

Saw-whet Owl: Aug. 23 -1 immature - Timm Rd., west of Ottawa - Ray Holland 

Red-headed Woodpecker Aug. 9 & 15 - 5 (2 adult, 3 immature) - Nepean - Bev Scott 
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QUEBEC Sightings 

Great Egret: Sept. 5 -1 - Baie Noire near Plaisance - via Daniel St. Hilaire 
Bald Eagle: Sept. 13-1 adult - Deschfines Rapids - Chris Rimmer 
Merlin: Sept. 10 -1 - Old Chelsea - J-P. Cheff 

October & November 1992 
ONTARIO Sightings 

Red-throated Loon: Oct. 25 -1 - Ottawa Beach - Mark Gawn 
Nov. 1 -1 - Shirley’s Bay - Bill Clark 

Northern Gannet: Nov. 20 -1 immature - Bells Comers - Ray Holland 

Tundra Swan: Nov. 14 -1 - quarry south of Nepean dump - Tony Beck 

Greater White-fronted Goose: Nov. 15,21 & 22 -1 - Ottawa Beach - Tony Beck 

? Ross’Goose/Snow Goose hybrid: Nov. 1 -1 with a Snow Goose and 4 Brant - quariy south 
of Nepean dump - Mark Gawn, Bob Gorman & Tony Beck 

Brant: Oct 18 - maximum count of 200 - Ottawa Beach - Tony Beck 

Cooper’s Hawk: Nov. 7 -1 - Ottawa Beach - Tony Beck 

Rough-legged Hawk: Nov.2 -1 - Woodroffe Ave. at the Experimental Farm, Nepean- 
Phil Wright 

Peregrine Falcon: Nov. 8 -1 - Britannia - J-P. Cheff 
Through Nov. -1 - Coats Bldg.,Tunneys Pasture - Tony Beck 

Gyrfalcon: Nov. 6 -1 brown phase - Britannia pier - Bruce Di Labio 

Sandhill Crane: Oct. 24 - 4 - near Mer Bleue - Ed LeBlanc 

Lesser Golden Plover: Oct. 10 - peak of 58 - Munster sewage lagoons - Mark Gawn 

Hudsonian Godwit: Nov. 1 -1 - Munster sewage lagoons - Tony Beck 

White-rumped Sandpiper: Nov. 1 - peak of 61 - Munster sewage lagoons - Don Smith & 
Mark Gawn 

Thayer’s Gull: Nov. 14-1 adult - Nepean dump - Tony Beck 

Iceland Gull: Nov. 1 -11st winter - Nepean dump - Mark Gawn & Bob Gorman 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: Oct. 18-2 adults - Nepean dump - Mark Gawn & Bob Gorman 
Oct. 31-2(1 adult and 1 2nd year) - Nepean dump - Tony Beck 

Glaucous Gull: Oct. 18 -1 immature - Nepean dump - Tony Beck 
Nov. 14 - 7 - Nepean dump - Tony Beck 

? Glaucous Gull/Herring Gull hybird: Nov. 1 - 1 - Nepean dump - Mark Gawn & Bob 
Gorman 

Snowy Owl: Nov. 4 -1 - Cambrian Rd., south of Ottawa - Phil Wright 
Nov. 21-4 back on normal wintering area - north of Richmond - Don Smith 

Northern Hawk Owl: Nov. 13 -1 - Barrhaven - Ray Holland 
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Black-backed Woodpecker: Oct.31 & Nov.29 -1 - MacLaren’s Landing - Julius Sebula 
Nov. 29 -1 - North of Kanata (Rte. 109) - Aus Taverner 

Orange-crowned Warbler: Oct. 1 -1 - Kanata - Ray Holland 

Lapland Longspun Oct. 18 -1 - Dick Bell Park, Nepean - Mark Gawn 

White-winged Crossbill: Oct. 31 - 31 - north of Kanata - Jonathan Simms 
Nov. 9 - 3 - Bells Comer - Ray Holland 

QUEBEC Sightings 

Redhead: Oct. 4 -1 - Deschfines Rapids - Chris Rimmer 

Oct. 24 -1 female - Deschdnes Rapids - Chris Rimmer 

Oct. 25-1 male - Alexander Bay - Chris Rimmer & Martin Aub6 

Black Scoter. Oct. 25 - 1000+ - Deschfines Rapids - Mark Gawn, Bernie Ladouceur & 
Jack Romanow 

Barrow’s Goldeneye: Oct. 25 -1 male - Deschfines Rapids - Chris Rimmer 
Oct. 31 -1 - Deschfines Rapids - Jonathan Simms 

Bald Eagle: Oct. 17 -1 adult attacking gull - Aylmer - Chris Rimmer & Martin Aub6 
Nov. 22 -1 - Rte. 5 north of Hull, near Gatineau Park - Kathe Hermann** 


The Shrike 

Linda Jeays 

You needed sharp eyes to see the predator at tree-top 
commanding a vantage point above snow-layered fields. 
Only his hooked beak and black eye-mask 
betrayed the innocent feathers of his small, soft bulk. 

He sat poised: pencilled in against the sky 

waiting for purposeful movements among the weed seeds, 

hungry foraging in stubble dried by long fall winds. 

In a moment he dropped down low 
flashing white out of the ragged elm 
making straight across the corn field 
wings beating in rapid undulating flight. 

The killer hovered and swooped, tormented and teased, 
until, exhausted, his victim froze in battle, 
welcomed the prospect of quiet, burrowed darkness. 
Curved mandible clamped over subdued prey. 

The shrike headed off past lookout places and fences 
to the familiar fork of a winter-bound branch. 

There he shook the rodent senseless; tore at the flesh. 

This feasting took place last December, 
one still afternoon just before Christmas.* 3 
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Winter Bird Sightings 
December 1992 - February 1993 


Daniel St-Hilaire 

Weather : The temperature in December and January was higher than normal, 
while February was colder. The first significant snow arrived on January 13 
with 20 cm. falling. Despite this we received more snow in January and 
February than normal. There was little rain in December, more in January and 
nothing in February. 


Month 

Temperature 

(normal) 

Snow 

(Normal) 

Rain 

(Normal) 

December 92 

-1.3° (-3.7°C) 

40.0 cm (55.8 cm) 

16.0 mm (32.6 mm) 

January 93 

-5.0° (-6.3°C) 

75.8 cm (49.6 cm) 

55.2 mm 15.3 mm) 

February 93 

-8.6° (-4.6°C) 

78.6 cm (45.2 cm) 

0.0 mm (16.4 mm) 


This weather helped to keep some habitual migrants with us but the lower level 
of snow in the area north of Ottawa (Pembroke, Temiscaming, Maniwaki) 
slowed down any invasion of the northern fringilids. 


NOTABLE REPORTS 

Water Birds : A late Great Blue Heron flying over highway 417 around Limoge 
on December 30, a Greater White-fronted Goose still present on December 7, 
and a blue phase Snow Goose at Shirley’s Bay until January 1 were the latest 
records for the area. A very high number of Canada Geese stayed with us. We 
counted more than 2,000 on December 20,900 on January 1 and only 46 on 
January 3, all at Shirley’s Bay. One remained till January 20 on the Rideau 
River. The Ottawa-Hull Christmas Bird Count (CBC) gave us a record high 
number for Mallard (614), Common Goldeneye (505) and BuiTlehead (6) and 
a new species... White-winged Scoter (1) which was observed flying from Britan¬ 
nia to Aylmer on the count day and on December 23 in Aylmer. Some good 
species like Ring-necked duck (1), Lesser scaup (4), Barrow’s Goldeneye (3), 
Hooded (3) and Red-Breasted (3) Merganser were also on the count. A North¬ 
ern Pintail on January 23 at Manotick, two pair of Barrow’s Goldeneye were at 
Parc Brebeuf on February 27, and an American Coot was at Shirley’s Bay on 
January 3 on the Dunrobin-Breckenridge CBC as well as on January 10. 
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Raptors : An adult Bald Eagle was in Aylmer during the CBC on December 
20. Other reports were: 1 adult January 2 near Ashton station, 1 first winter 
bird on January 21 in Antrim and 2 on February 28 in Gatineau Park. A North¬ 
ern Harrier female found in Gloucester was a new species for the CBC and 
this species was reported again on January 23 in Gloucester. A number of bir¬ 
ders reported Sharp-shinned Hawk and we know that Cooper’s Hawk and 
Northern Goshawk were also present. Red-tailed Hawk and Rough-legged 
Hawk were present in December but in January and February the only reports 
were of Rough-legged from Gatineau (Highway 50). A Golden Eagle was at 
Taylor Lake in Gatineau Park on December 28. We had a new record high for 
Merlin on the December 20 CBC - 3 birds. An adult Peregrine Falcon stayed 
with us all the period and also 1 immature brown phase Gyrfalcon. 

PARTRIDGE : Gray Partridge were reported from Gatineau, Hull, Gloucester 
and Central Experimental Farm. 

GULLS : On the Ottawa-Hull CBC December 20, we marked new high num¬ 
bers for Herring Gull (4600), Glaucous Gull (46), Great Black-backed Gull 
(1320) and added a new species, Lesser Black-backed Gull (1 adult). 

OWLS :A good number of Snowy Owls were on both sides of the Ottawa 
River in late November, but only 7 birds (6 Ontario, 1 Quebec) wintered. This 
amounts to normal or less than normal numbers. About 6 reports of Northern 
Hawk Owl were not bad for the area and a calling Eastern Screech Owl in 
Aylmer on January 3 was a rare report from the Quebec side. 

SMALL BIRDS : The Ottawa-Hull CBC gave us new high total for Golden- 
crowned Kinglet (57) and 3 new species - Nashville Warbler in Ottawa and 
Ovenbird and Harris’s Sparrow both in Aylmer. These last two stayed with us 
for all the period. A Black-backed Woodpecker and a single Gray Jay were 
reported at the Moore feeder, both on January 10 and there were 3 reports 
of Three-toed Woodpecker all from Quebec on February 28. A Carolina Wren 
(Dec. 20 to Jan. 22) and a Winter Wren (Dec. 14 to Feb.4) visited a feeder at 
Gilmore Lake north of Perkins. A Rufous-sided Towhee was at a feeder at 
McLaren’s Landing on February 2. Purple Finch, House Finch (now very well 
established in the area) and Goldfinch were abundant at feeders, but Pine 
Grosbeak, White-winged Crossbill and Pine Siskin arrived only in late winter 
(February) and Red Crossbill, Common Redpoll and Evening Grosbeak made 
very low incursions into our area. 

I thank especially Gilbert Dupuis and Michel Lalancette (Outaouais bird reports com¬ 
pilers), Bruce Di Labio, Larry Neily, Gordon Pringle and all participants in the local 
Christmas Bird Counts and those who reported birds to the Ottawa-Hull Bird Status lines, a 
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One American Coot Drowns Another - Sequel 


Cyrille Goulet 

“Coots associate on their breeding grounds and in their winter quarters with 
various species of ducks, with which they mingle freely and never seem to quar¬ 
rel. But with members of their own species they are often very pugnacious and 
sometimes murderous . F.W. Henshaw (1918) tells the following remarkable 
story: ...they were murderous fighters against their own kind, and one day I was 
a witness to such a fight. A strange mud hen (read American Coot) swam from 
the creek into the quiet water. The first of the three to see him attacked the 
stranger at once, “putting” harshly, and the intruder gave battle without the 
slightest attempt to retreat. They pecked at each other savagely... In time they 
pecked the strange mud hen into a state of exhaustion. It was manifestly too 
weak to fly, but tried to make its escape by swimming. They followed it up, and 
one actually stood on its body while the other held its head under water until it 
was dead . When satisfied of this they left it.” 

This quotation, emphasis added by underlining, gives credence to what I 
reported 2 , as does the following excerpt, also with emphasis added, from a 
more recent publication 3 : 

“Many coot displays are associated with strident, year-long territorial defense. 
...When an intruder appears, the resident approaches it by modifying its normal 
slow paddling into a hastened patrol swim and then makes a wake-forming 
charge that may end in a splattering, rapid run across the surface. Such con¬ 
frontations may lead to combat.... Apparently, the aim is to push the opponent 
onto its back and, in some cases, to hold it underwater .” 

I thank Marc Demers, of La Tuque, Que., and my fellow member of the 
Mauricie region birders’ club 4 , who referred me to the two works cited, follow¬ 
ing the appearance of a French language version of my article 5 . 

(Should any reader wish to discuss this subject with the author, phone numbers 
are 749-1799 (home) and 994-5921 (work).) 
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Entertainment and 
Some Success With Deterring 
Squirrels at a Bird Feeder 


Susan Aiken 

Canadian Museum of Nature, 

P.O. Box 3443, Station D, Ottawa, KIP 0C6 



The plastic skirt that kept squirrels from 
bothering the Evening Grosbeaks. 


Many years ago my son made me a bird 
feeder that was put on a pole in the 
back garden. It was located well away 
from trees so that squirrels could not 
descend onto it, but the five or six squir¬ 
rels that regularly visited the garden 
had no trouble climbing the pole and 
rapidly demolishing seed put out for the 
birds. 

After watching with frustration I came 
up with the idea of putting a heavy 
black plastic skirt around the bottom of 
the feeder. It was a crude piece of 6 ml. 
plastic held on by heavy paper clips, but 
initially the system worked! The birds 
ignored the plastic and came to feed. 
Squirrels would climb the pole, fmd 
themselves in the black tunnel and then 
drop to the ground bewildered. They 
would reappraise the situation, watch¬ 
ing birds feeding, knowing that up there 
was the source of the limited seed on 
the ground, and they would try again. 
Some did not give up easily, but even¬ 
tually all became convinced and 
stopped climbing the pole. Given the 
amount of seed squirrels had eaten 
from the feeder earlier in the year, it 
was entertaining to watch their frustra¬ 
tion. 

Towards the end of winter, snow had 
built up at the base of the feeder so the 
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distance between the end of the black skirt and the ground was less. At that 
point one enterprising squirrel discovered it could take a running jump at the 
plastic, dig claws in as it landed, and scramble up the swaying surface to the 
feeding tray. The plastic was strong enough to hold the weight of the squirrel 
but tore at the claw holes making a momentary “footing” from which the squir¬ 
rel moved on making more holes as it headed to squirrel victory. 

It was not long before the black skirt was reduced to shreds and other squirrels 
also mastered the trick. The squirrels had temporarily won! But they lost as I 
refused to buy more seed that year. 

Since then I have had a metal version of the skirt below the bird feeder and 
watched as each new crop of squirrels tried to climb the pole but gave up after 
a few times. The metal skirt works well, but the trees have grown. 

At the end of last season a very determined squirrel had learnt to take a flying 
leap from a branch and land on the feeder. It even worked out how to climb in¬ 
side, sit on the seed and eat until it could hardly move when chased away. For¬ 
tunately only one squirrel had the courage to make the leap from the branch 
and that was worth watching even if I did pay heavily in bird seed and forgot to 
attempt to photograph this squirrel feat and my defeat. 

After writing the above, I became aware of Bill Adler’s book “Outwitting 
Squirrels" (see reference). It is highly entertaining reading for anyone who has 
tried to outwit squirrels and lost! In a chapter on, “Over the counter anti-squir¬ 
rel structures and devices”, the author described ten different approaches, in¬ 
cluding the “squirrel spooker pole” that in name sounds like the device I tried. 

In practice, a squirrel spooker pole has a movable sleeve that encases the pole 
near the top. It is designed so that when a squirrel grabs it, the squirrel’s weight 
causes the sleeve to slide down. When it works this must be interesting to 
watch, but Bill Adler reports that in every yard there is probably one squirrel 
who has figured out the system and beaten it by climbing faster than the sleeve 
slides. He also reports (in the believe it or not category?) an instance of a pair 
of squirrels working as a team with one holding down the movable sleeve while 
the other climbed the pole to eat, after which they reversed positions until both 
had had their fill. A movable sleeve baffle seems more complicated to install 
than a black plastic skirt and no more effective. 

The squirrels in Bells Corners took approximately four months to outwit the 
black plastic skirt baffle. Please feel free to test the idea and report if the squir¬ 
rels in your area can learn more quickly, or are deterred for as long or longer. 

Reference: 

Adler, B J. 1988. “Outwitting Squirrels: 101 Cunning Stratagems to Reduce Dramatically 
the Egregious Misappropriation of Seed from your Birdfeeder by Squirrels”. Chicago 
Review Pres. 169 p.u 


106 





OFNC “Library” 


Bill Gummer 

The Club has been building quite a library collection over the years. Doreen 
Watler is the present custodian of this collection and has agreed to continue 
this responsibility. She recently provided a list of all items, prepared by Doris 
Inrig, whom we thank for the work involved in preparing the complete 
typescript list. There are about 155 books or reports, and well over 200 issues 
of a number of journals from the period early-1960’s to mid-1980’s. At least 19 
countries are represented, and not all items are in English. Most are on birds, 
but there are also some on mammals and flora. 

Mickey Narraway is arranging an index of this collection, by subject and by 
country, and we look forward to having it ready so that interested members can 
learn what is available in this Club library. 

Unfortunately the sources of these items are not well known. Included are 
many of the books and reports received from the late Frank Bell, and several 
other such donations are no doubt included. We are trying to bring these 
records up to date, and if anyone can help us it will be appreciated. 13 


Canadian Endangered Wildlife List 


Bill Gummer 

The World Wildlife Fund issued a News Release on 27 April, 1993 recording 
236 species now at risk in Canada. Seven species were added this year: 3 plants - 
American Columbo*, Western Prairie Orchid, and Wood Poppy*; 2 birds - 
Cerulean Warbler* and Ancient Murrelet; 1 fish - Channel Darter*; and Bidd¬ 
ings Turtle in Nova Scotia. An asterisk after a species name indicates that it is 
listed for the Ontario range, and in the case of the warbler and the fish Quebec 
is also listed. The Orchid (Manitoba) and Wood Poppy are considered to be 
the “endangered”, American Columbo and the 2 birds “vulnerable”, the fish 
and turtle “threatened”. 


Henslow’s Sparrow in Ontario has been uplisted from “threatened” to “en¬ 
dangered”, and the Prairie Long-tailed Weasel has been de-listed (Prairie 
provinces) because high populations have been found, widely distributed. a 
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Coming Events 

arranged by the Excursions & Lectures Committee 
For further information, 
call the Club number (722-3050) after 10 a.m.. 

Times stated for excursions are departure times. Please arrive earlier, leaders start 
promptly. If you need a ride, don’t hesitate to ask the leader. Restricted trips will be 
open to non-members only after the indicated deadlines. 

ALL OUTINGS: Please bring a lunch on full-day trips and dress according to the 
weather forecast and the activity. Binoculars and/or spotting scopes are essential 
on all birding trips. Unless otherwise stated, transportation will be by car pool. 

REGISTERED BUS TRIPS: Make your reservation for Club bus excursions by 
sending a cheque or money order (payable to The Ottawa Field-Naturalists’ Club) 
to E.M. Dickson, 2037 Honeywell Avenue, Ottawa, Ontario K2A 0P7, at least ten 
days in advance. Include your name, address, telephone number and the name of 
the outing. Your cooperation is appreciated by the Committee so that we do not 
have to wait to the last moment to decide whether a trip should be cancelled due 
to low registration. We also wish to discourage the actual payment of bus fees on 
the day of the event. 

EVENTS AT THE CANADIAN MUSEUM OF NATURE: The Club is grateful to 
the Museum for their cooperation and thanks the Museum for the use of these 
excellent facilities. Club members must be prepared to show their membership 
cards to gain access for Club functions after regular museum hours. There is a 
charge for parking in the museum lot. 

BIRD STATUS LINE: Phone 761-1967. The service is run by Larry Neily. Club 
members (and non-members) may call to learn up-to-date news on birding poten¬ 
tial in the Ottawa district. (See T&L Vol. 22, No. 3, page 123.) 

Saturday WETLAND BUTTERFLIES 

10 July Leader: Bob Bracken and Ray Holland 

10:00 a.m. Meet: Britannia Drive-in Theatre, 3090 Carling Avenue. 

This will be an all-day outing to explore the edges of several 
wetland habitats west of the city. Sedge Skippers,Hairstreaks 
and Coppers will be encountered as well as some of the 
more elusive wetland butterflies such as the Harvester and 
the Baltimore. Bring a lunch and a butterfly net if you have 
one. 
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Thursday 

15 July 

8:00 a.m. 

GENERAL BOTANY OUTING IN THE AREA OF 

MANION’S CORNERS 

Leaders: Ellaine Dickson and Catherine O’Keefe 

Meet: Lincoln Heights Galleria, NE corner of the parking 
lot, Richmond Road at Assaly Road. 

This will be a general field trip to see what we can find. 

Perhaps the rare Crested Wood Fern! Bring a lunch, a drink, 
a hat, insect repellent, binoculars and your favourite field 
guides. 

Date and 
time to be 
decided 

MUSHROOMS WITH JIM 

Leader: Jim Ginns 

This outing to Jim’s property at Cantley, Quebec will be for a 
limited number of participants. Those interested should 
register before August 15 by telephoning the Club number 
(722-3050) after 10:00 a.m. When a precise date has been 
selected, registrants will be notified of details and the 
meeting place. 

Sunday 

1 August 
1:00 p.m. 

MOSTLY DRAGONFLIES 

Leader: Raymond Hutchinson 

Meet: Neatby Building, front entrance, Central 

Experimental Farm, one block west of Irving Place — Maple 

Lane Drive stoplight on Carling Avenue. 

The main emphasis on this half-day outing will be on 
dragonflies but spiders and other insects will be identified as 
well. 

Saturday 

14 August 
7:00 a.m. 

SHOREBIRDS FOR BEGINNERS 

Leader: Bruce Di Labio 

Meet: Front entrance, Brooke Claxton Building, Tunney’s 

Pasture. 

This half-day outing will present neophytes to shorebird 
identification with an excellent opportunity to study and 
observe both adult and immature shorebirds as they migrate 
southward. 

Saturday 

21 August 

7 JO a.m. 

LATE SUMMER BIRDS 

Leader: Tony Beck 

Meet: Britannia Drive-In Theatre, 3090 Carling Avenue. 

Bring binoculars and a snack to enjoy on this half-day field 
trip with Tony. 
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Sunday 

5 September 
9:30 a.m. 

ASTERS AND GOLDENRODS 

Leaders: Ellaine Dickson and Philip Martin 

Meet: Lincoln Heights Galleria, northeast corner of the 
parking lot, Richmond Road at Assaly Road. 

Bring a snack for this half-day trip as well as any field guides 
that may help to solve the identification riddles posed by the 
various species of asters and goldenrods. 

Sunday 

12 September 
9:00 a.m. 

GEOLOGY TRIP TO HOG’S BACK FALLS 

AND GATINEAU PARK 

Leaders: Geoff Burbidge and Bruce Summers 

Meet: the parking lot at Hog’s Back Falls. 

This outing will provide an excellent opportunity to discover 
interesting facets of the geological and glacial history of the 
Ottawa area. Bring a lunch and suitable, sturdy footwear. 

Tuesday 

OFNC MONTHLY MEETING 


14 September MEMBERS’ SLIDE NIGHT 

8:00 p.m. Meet: Auditorium, Canadian Museum of Nature, Metcalfe 



and McLeod Streets. 

Admission: At least one natural history slide or a 50 cent 
donation to the Alfred Bog Fund. 

An ideal occasion to share your favourite natural history 
slides and reminiscences of past trips, both local and further 
afield, with fellow Club members. Those bringing a single 
slide need not speak if they so choose. Those bringing up to 
the maximum of 15 slides should contact Catherine O’Keefe 
(745-4441) to prearrange their presentation. 

Sunday 

ANNUAL PICNIC; BUS TRIP TO 


19 September FITZROY PROVINCIAL PARK 

9:00 a.m. Meet: Lincoln Heights Galleria, northeast corner of the 


to 

4:00 p.m. 

parking lot, Richmond Road at Assaly Road. 

Cost: $8:00 (see Registered Bus Trips for details) 

This delightful locale is situated on the banks of the Ottawa 
and Carp Rivers and hosts a diverse habitat of 
second-growth forest, and open fields and dense shrub 
thickets. Ferns and mushrooms abound beneath the stately 
white pines, basswoods and bur oaks that grace the forest 
floor. The park is a haven for several species of mammals and 
affords excellent opportunities for observing birds during fall 
migration. Participants will be able to supplement their own 
picnic lunches with cheese, apples and cake that will be 
supplied on the site for a nominal fee of $3.00. Please support 
the Club bv taking the bus rather than vour car. 
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Sunday 
19 September 


Monday 
20 September 
8 JO a.m. 


Saturday 
25 September 
8:00 a jn. 


Date and time 
to be decided 


THIRTEENTH ANNUAL SEEDATHON 
Support the OFNC winter bird feeding operations by 
sponsoring a birder on the annual seedathon. Pledges may 
be sent to Seedathon, The Ottawa Field-Naturalists’ Club, 
Box 3264, Station C, Ottawa, K1Y 4J5. 

WEEKDAY BIRDING 

Leaders: The Monday Morning Birding Group 

Meet: Entrance to the Britannia Filtration Plant; Bus #18 

stops here. 

Those with the morning free are welcome to join this 
intrepid band of birders in their relentless pursuit of 
additional species for the group’s year list. 

GULLS OF THE CORNWALL POWER DAM 
Leader: Bruce Di Labio 

Meet: Elmvale Shopping Centre, northeast corner of the 
parking lot, St. Laurent Boulevard at Smyth Road. 

This full-day trip to the American side of the 
Moses-Saunders Power Dam affords a great opportunity to 
observe various species of gulls in different stages of their 
development. Please bring appropriate identification such as 
a driver’s licence and birth certificate for entry into the U.S. 

VISIT TO THE INDIAN RIVER OBSERVATORY AT 
ALMONTE 

Leaders: Philip Martin and members of the Royal 
Astronomical Society of Canada 
Meet: Neatby Building, front entrance, Central 
Experimental Farm, one block west of the Irving 
Place — Maple Lane Drive stoplight on Carling Avenue. 
Members of the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada have 
willingly offered to show Club members some celestial 
attractions that are readily seen on a clear autumn evening. 
Bring warm clothing and a hot beverage! Please register as 
soon as possible with the Club number (722-3050) after 10:00 
a.m. A map with directions will be supplied at the meeting 
place. Philip will advise registrants when the specific date is 
established. Unfavourable weather close to the date may 
necessitate rescheduling. 
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Sunday 

3 October 

9:00 a.m. 

to 

4:00 p.m. 

AUTUMN COLOURS BUS EXCURSION 

Leaders: Ellaine Dickson and Aileen Mason 

Meet: Front entrance of the Supreme Court Building, 
Wellington Street at Kent Street. 

Cost: $8:00 (see Registered Bus Trips for details) 

Enjoy a scenic ride through the picturesque rolling hills of 
the Outaouais region on the way to the Forest Educative 
Centre at Lac-la-Blanche. Ellaine and Aileen will help you 
key out many of the different trees along the pleasant nature 
trails. Crisp air, a leisurely pace and the splendour of autumn 
leaves will be the order of the day. Bring a lunch and dress 
warmly. 

Tuesday 

12 October 
8:00 p.m. 

OFNC MONTHLY MEETING 

Speaker: Stewart MacDonald 

Meet: Auditorium, Canadian Museum of Nature, Metcalfe 
and McLeod Streets. 

The name Stewart MacDonald has long been associated 
with scientific research and conservation in the Canadian 

High Arctic. 

His passion for studying the behaviour of various species of 
birds and mammals has led to a number of significant 
discoveries as well as the creation of several important 
sanctuaries for wildlife. In addition, Stewart has also visited 
and conducted research work in Antarctica. He first 
travelled to the southern continent some twenty years ago, 
as part of the U.S Antarctic Research Program, to study the 
ice pack ecosystem of the Weddell Sea. This past winter he 
participated as a guest lecturer on four separate tourist 
exploration cruises to Antarctica aboard the M/S 
EXPLORER. A noted photographer, his presentation will 
focus on the visual and natural splendour of the “other end 
of the earth”. Stewart is the Curator Emeritus of Ethology at 
the Canadian Museum of Nature and an Honourary 

Member of the OFNC 

Sunday 

17 October 
9:00 a.m. 

LICHEN IDENTIFICATION FIELD TRIP 

Leader: Irwin Brodo 

Meet: Westgate Shopping Centre, southeast corner of the 
parking lot, Carling Avenue and Merivale Road. 

Bring a lunch for this long half-day outing to the Richmond 
Forest. See the next outing for related information. 


112 














Tuesday LICHEN IDENTIFICATION WORKSHOP 

19 October Meet: Activity Room 2, Basement, Canadian Museum of 
8:00 p.m. Nature, Metcalfe and McLeod Streets. 

This workshop will concentrate on lichens and pigments and 
provide an overview of the enigmatic and symbiotic 
relationship between fungi and algae. Participation is limited 
to the first 25 people to register by telephoning the Club 
number (722-3050) after 10:00 a.m. 


Sunday FALL BIRDING ALONG THE OTTAWA RIVER 

24 October Leader: Tony Beck 

8:00 a.m. Meet: Britannia Drive-In Theatre, 3090 Carling Avenue. 

This will be a half-day outing to various spots along the river 
to observe waterfowl and other migrating species. 0 


So Glad You’re Back, Fenja! 

As the person who “filled in” while Fenja spent a year in Scandinavia, I want to 
say how good it is to see her returning to T&L Editorship. I do want to thank 
Club officers for letting me gain this experience with T&L and to learn how 
hard some people work so that T&L comes out. I also had some very useful 
meetings with authors, in discussions of their papers submitted for publication. 
We have great equipment for getting T&L ready for the printer, and I learned 
a lot about what the right people can do with computers and printers; I just 
watched with my mouth open, and was sure impressed. However, the big thing 
for me now is “She’s back!”, so I’m gone from that chair. My thanks to all those 
who have helped me in so many ways. 


Bill Gummer 0 
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REVIEWING RAE’S RECORD 


as never before, and clear progress toward true 



by Michael Murphy 


integrated resource management can be seen. 



The Rae NDP Ontario Government has been 


The Old Growth Conservation Initiative, begun 



much in the news in the past few months, 


by the Liberal administration, has recently sub- 



wrangling with the public service unions and 


mitted its interim report. 



municipalities about their proposed “Social Con- 


While we can appreciate the Government's 



tract". 


progress to date, there is so much more to be 



So it might be a good time to look at the 


done that we cannot relax our vigilance. For 



positive side of the Ontario Government’s 


example, we must appeal to the Minister of 



environmental record. The Rae Government has 


Natural Resources to restore the Conservation 



produced several important pieces of policy and 


Land Tax Rebate programs for Conservation 



legislation unprecedented in previous administ- 


Authority-owned lands. We have to support the 



rations. 


innovative work now being done by CAs such as 





the Rideau Valley CA, South Nation CA and 



The Ontario Wetlands Policy was approved 


Mississippi Valley CA in community-based plan- 



by Cabinet in May 1992 and is now part of the 


ning for these watersheds and help them secure 



Planning Act. The government has also pub- 


provincial support. A Watershed Planning 



lished statements of provincial interest including: 


document series has been jointly published by 



Growth and Settlement Patterns, Transit- 


the Ministries of Environment and Energy, 



Supportive Land Use Planning Guidelines. 


Natural Resources, and Municipal Affairs with the 



The public consultation phase has been com pie- 


participation of the Conservation Authorities of 



ted for the Environmental Bill of Rights. 


Ontario. The provincial agencies are pledging 





their sunnnrt for master watershed and subwater— 



unties argue tnat guidelines and policy state- 





ments are merely a way of clarifying provincial 


shed planning initiatives and policy revisions 



interests without any commitment to policing 


over the next two years. 



them. And the Wetlands Policy Implemen- 


In just over one year there will be another 



tation Guidelines received a cool reception by 


provincial election. The electorate of Ontario has 



environmental groups in December 1992, who 


a habit of replacing governments rather than 



were disappointed by the wide latitude allowed 


reelecting them. Should Bob Rae's NDP govern- 



in application of the policy by municipalities. 


ment be swept away next election day, they still 



Still, municipalities and the Ontario Municipal 


will have left a legacy of lasting environmental 



Board are now required to “have regard" for 


reform. 



statements of provincial interest from any Ministry 



of the Crown 


LANDOWNER RESOURCE CENTRE OPENS 



The Ministry of Natural Resources has pub- 


A "one-stop shop" for landowners opened on 



lished the revised Ontario Wetland Evalua- 


June 9th in Manotick. Staff at the new centre will 



tion Systems, one for the northern region and 


answer land resource questions on anything 



one for the southern region including Ottawa- 


from tree planting to wetlands management. 



Carleton. The systems will be used to determine 


This is a free service for RMOC and the Rideau 



whether a given wetland or wetland complex is 


Valley watershed. Ducks Unlimited, Wildlife 



provincially-significant (class 1, 2 and 3). In 


Habitat Canada, Conservation Authorities, 



addition to new scientific information and upda- 


OMAF, MOEE and OMNR are all supporting this 



ted lists of endangered and significant species, 


"one window" services approach to better serve 



there have also been improvements to the clarity 


the public and protect the environment. 



and format of the manuals. 







For more information, contact Jamie Fortune at 



As a result of the Class Environmental Assess- 


(613) 692-2390 or toll free at 1-800-387-5304 or 



ment on Timber Management in Ontario, Timber 


visit the L.R.C. at The Old Carriage House, 



Management Plans across the province are 


5524 Dickinson Street, Manotick. 



integrating public concerns into decision-making 
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NEW PLANNING FOR ONTARIO! 

by Michae/ Murphy 

On June 22nd, the Commission on Planning 
and Development Reform in Ontario (the Sewell 
Commission) submitted its final report to the 
Government and people of Ontario right on time 
and having expended less than half their budget. 

The Sewell Commission was appointed in June 
1991 to conduct a general review of the Planning 
Act and related policies and recommend reforms. 
The Commission moved swiftly into operation and 
established a model process, open and acces¬ 
sible and concisely documented. They set up 
special interest group consultations and public 
meetings across the province. They published 
their progress in a newsletter called "New 
Planning News” in which they outlined pro¬ 
posed objectives of planning and draft policies to 
generate discussion and explore issues. 

Throughout the process, the Commission 
actively sought the involvement of stakeholder 
groups and individuals such as the Land Use 
Caucus of the Ontario Environmental Network (of 
which the Conservation Committee of the Ottawa 
Field-Naturalists' Club is a member). They have 
submitted a fair and well-written final report and 
recommendations based on the feedback from 
public forums and over 2,000 written briefs. 

The Final Report strongly urges protection for 
wetlands, significant woodlots, and agricultural 
land resources, as well as technical changes to 
assign both more authority and more responsibi¬ 
lity to the municipal levels of government. The 


Commission recommends an Intervenor funding 
program to enable public interests be represented 
at the OMB. The province would progressively 
confine its role to policy development. 

It is interesting to contrast the generally positive 
reception of the Sewell Commission’s report by 
environmental interest groups, with the backlash 
against sweeping revisions to the Planning Act 
proposed by the Peterson Liberal Government in 
August 1989. This review process was so secre¬ 
tive that it was dubbed "Project X" by the 
Federation of Ontario Naturalists. 

The relatively positive reception of the Sewell 
Commission’s recommendations is due as much 
to the process as to the substance of their report. 
The changes they recommend also achieve the 
streamlined process objectives of Project X but 
without the perception of collusion between senior 
government policy makers and economic interests 
to sacrifice the natural heritage of Ontario. 

Unfortunately, the benefits will come only after 
we really practise urban intensification to supply 
services more efficiently at lower cost. Politicians 
pay special attention to levels of support as well 
as the strength of opposition. They are wary of 
tangling with strong and well-organized property 
and neighbourhood groups who tend to oppose 
intensification as it is currently practiced. We 
naturalists now have the opportunity to help the 
government of Ontario achieve the Commission's 
goal of enacting Planning Act amendments by 
1994. Obtain your copy of ‘New Planning for 
Ontario: Final Report Summary & Recom¬ 
mendations* or the full report by calling toll free: 

1 - 800 - 267-4317 before the end of July. 


SPECIAL 

NCTICE! 

The Ottawa Field-Naturalists’ Club has been assigned a 
new postal address, effective immediately, due to the 
closing of Postal Station C by Canada Post: 


The Ottawa Field-Naturalists’ Club 
Bo* 35069 

OTTAWA RPO WESTGATE 
OTTAWA ON K1Z 1A2 


SCEEN LINE News Editor: Jim Reil (819) 455-9635 
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